
GREECE – BIBLICAL REFERENCES & OTHER FACTS 
 
ATHENS 
 

Mars Hill – (aka “Areopagus”) It was here that the city court of Athens met to decide matters concerning the city.  This rocky hill 
sits 377 feet high.  It was here that Paul addressed the learned men of Athens (Acts 17:22-34).   
 

Temple of Zeus – Originally started in the 6th Century BC, this temple wasn’t complete until the 2nd Century AD.  Visitors today 
can see the 15 original columns that are still standing.  
 

Hadrian’s Arch – Built in honor of the emperor Hadrian in 135 AD, this marble gate separated the ancient city from the new 
Roman city. Visitors today can still see the inscription that denotes which side of the gate was the ancient and which was the 
new city.  
 

Acropolis – The city of Athens is built around the Acropolis, a rocky prominence 500 feet high where many temples were built.  
During the Late Bronze Age the Acropolis served as a political and religious center.  During the Classical age it was dedicated to 
religious functions only.  Following this period, the Acropolis was a key military position and the first to be taken during invasions.   
 

Parthenon – (“House of the Maid”) This is the grandest but not the most important structure atop the Acropolis.  The Parthenon 
contained several sculptures of Athena, Poseidon, the Trojan War and other battles.  When it was constructed, the building held 
silver, gold, ivory and other such treasures.  In the 6th Century AD it was used as a church and in the 13th Century AD became a 
cathedral.  In 1687 the Venetians destroyed the Parthenon because it served as ammunition storage. It has since been rebuilt 
twice.  
 

Erechtheion – Built to honor the founder of the city, this building included the sanctuary of Erectheus and the temple of Athena 
Polias.  Poseidon and Erectheus were worshiped in this temple.  Visitors will recognize the famous Porch of the Karyatids where 
statues of maidens were used as columns.   
 

The Agora – It was here in this marketplace that Athenians met to conduct business and argue philosophy (Acts 17:17).  Here 
Paul entered into their discussions (Acts 17:18) and Socrates was forced to drink the deadly hemlock.   
 

CORINTH 
 

Acts 18:1-17 speaks of Paul’s first visit (AD 50-51) to Corinth. He wrote a total of 4 letters to the believers in Corinth. Paul’s 
relationship with the church in Corinth demonstrates his great love for them, his frustration, his pain and his joy. 2 Corinthians 
speaks much of the suffering he experienced. 
 

Bema – This was the place of judgment in ancient Corinth.  It was here that Paul was brought before Gallio after being charged 
with breaking the law.  At that time Paul’s charges were dismissed as his actions were seen as a dispute to Jewish law and not 
criminal law (Acts 18:12-15).  
 

Agora – It is here in the city marketplace that Paul worked with Priscilla and Aquila as a tentmaker (Acts 18:2-3).  As the agora 
was a busy place for residents of Corinth, Paul would have been afforded many opportunities to speak to the locals including on 
the Sabbath (Acts 18:4). 
 

Lechaion Road – The main road that led from the city to the port.  The road was approximately 40 feet wide and included 
sidewalks and drainage canals.  Visitors today can see the ruins of this ancient road and take note that the steps along the road 
most likely indicate it was not used for wheeled vehicles.  
 

Erastus Inscription – Found in 1929, this inscription states that Erastus was the one who paid for the paving of the Lechaion 
Road in return for his appointment as a city officer.  It is believed that this is the same Erastus whom is mentioned by Paul as 
sending greetings to the church in Rome (Romans 16:23).   
  

DELPHI 
Temple of Apollo – Built in the 7th Century BC, fire destroyed the structure in 548 BC.  A larger temple was built atop the ruins 
of the original temple.  Today visitors see the remains of a temple that dates to the mid to late 4th Century BC.  
 

Theatre – The theatre visible today dates to the late 4th Century BC.  Restored a couple times by Eumenes II and the Romans, 
the theatre was used for musical and theatrical portions of the Pythian Games and for meetings of the citizens of Delphi.  The 
theatre provided seating for 5,000 spectators.  
 

Stadium – Located at the highest part of the city, the stadium was partially cut into the rock when it was moved in the 2nd and 3rd 
Centuries AD.  A 600 Roman foot long track that could hold 17-18 runners is located inside the stadium.  The athletic portions of 
the Pythian Games were held here every 8 years starting in 591 BC and commemorated Apollo’s slaying of the serpent Python.  
Approximately 6,500 spectators could be seated in the stadium.  
 

Marmaria – The sanctuary of Athena, was actually a rotunda built in the 4th Century and contained several structures.  The three 
columns visitors can see today were reconstructed in 1938 to show what the rotunda would have looked like if it were still 
standing.  



 
ISLAND OF PATMOS 
An island used by the Roman government to banish criminals, the apostle John was sent there by Emperor Domitian in 95 AD.  
During his exile, John received the visions recorded in the book of Revelation (Rev. 1:9).   
 

Monastery of St. John – Built in 1088 AD the monastery is located in the town of Chora which overlooks the harbor.  The high 
walls were built as a fortress to protect it from the threat of pirates.  The monastery, which commemorates the apostle John’ 
vision, is built on the remains of a 4th Century church and even earlier temple to Artemis. Visitors can see frescoes that date from 
the 12th Century in the Chapel of the Theotokos and inside the Treasury is an array of religious art and treasure.  The Cave of 
the Apocolypse is where the apostle John is believed to have received his vision.  
 
PHILIPPI 
The hometown of Alexander the Great, Philippi was visited by Paul on his 2nd and 3rd Missionary Journeys.  Paul and Silas first 
came to Philippi in response to the call of a man from Macedonia (Acts 16:9).  Later imprisoned for casting out a spirit in a young 
girl, Paul and Silas had the opportunity to baptize the jailor and his household (Acts 16:16-34).  The church of Philippi always 
greatly supported Paul.  The Philippian epistle was actually written during Paul’s imprisonment in Rome.  
 

Krenides River – As Philippi had a small number of Jews there was not a synagogue to meet in.  Shabbat worship was held 
outside by the river.  It was here at the river that Paul met Lydia, the cloth merchant from Thyatira, who had come to worship 
(Acts16:13-15).  
 

Philippian Jail – The traditional place where Paul and Silas were imprisoned (Acts 16:16-40). 
 
THESSALONICA 
Paul and Silas arrived in Thessalonica in 49 AD (Acts 17:1-4). One year later Paul wrote his first letter to the Thessalonians (the 
earliest New Testament document) shortly followed by his 2nd letter. These letters shed light on some of the joys and sorrows of 
Paul’s ministry and the situation at Thessalonica. Today, the city of Thessaloniki sits on top of the ancient city of Thessalonica.  
For this reason very few ruins are visible.  
 

House of Jason – Location where Paul lived while he was in Thessalonica (Acts 17:5-9). 
 

Rotunda – The oldest monument in Thessaloniki, the Rotunda was built in 300 AD by Emperor Galerius as a temple to one of 
the gods.  Used as a Roman mausoleum, Christian church and mosque, the Rotunda’s interior is decorated with early Christian 
mosaics while outside stands the city’s only surviving minaret.  
 

Roman Arch of Galerius – Built in 298 AD, the arch was dedicated in 303 AD to celebrate the victory of Emperor Galerius over 
the Persians and capture of their capital. Originally the arch consisted of three arches and the main road of the city, which 
connected the Rotunda to the Palace, passed under the arch.  Today, visitors do not see the arch in its complete form.  The 4th 
pier of the arch is missing and modern brick has been used on the exposed masonry in order to protect the monument.  
 

Basilica of St. Demetrius – Built in the 5th Century AD, the church commemorates St. Demetrius who was the city’s patron and 
was put to death by Emperor Galerius.  The largest basilica in Greece, St. Demetrius’ was destroyed by fire in 1917.  It has since 
been reconstructed and excavations beneath the church have revealed a Roman bathhouse along with other ruins of the time.  
 

Basilica of St. Sophia – Sitting on ruins of the oldest basilica, St. Sophia has stood in the heart of the city since the 8th Century. 
Visitors will see mosaics of this church that was transformed from church to mosque to church again.  
 

White Tower – The symbol of Thessaloniki, the white tower was built in the 16th Century as part of the fortifications.  During the 
Ottoman period the tower, originally named Tower of Blood, it was a notorious prison and place of execution.  In 1890 a convict 
whitewashed the tower in exchange for his freedom and the tower’s name was changed.  Visitors to the tower now enter a 
museum where the city’s history is digitally reconstructed.  
 


